medieval Christian interpretive tradition drew a wide variety of lessons from the book of Jeremiah -many of which could never have been imagined by the sixth century BCE prophet.
The Book of Jeremiah and the Medieval Commentary Tradition
Relatively few medieval Christian authors composed commentaries on the book of Jeremiah, especially when compared to more widely read books such as Genesis, the New Testament gospels, and the letters of Paul, or brief books such as Lamentations.4 The reason for the paucity of Jeremiah commentaries may have been the difficulty of the subject matter, the scarcity of patristic source material on Jeremiah for the medieval authors to draw upon, and the length of the book itself. Writing in the early 400s, the scholarly monk Jerome (ca. 345-420) exclaimed in his Commentary on Jeremiah: "The immense length of the book itself can deter readers. How much more if we discuss the book too extensively."5 Only nine medieval Christian commentaries on Jeremiah, which will be discussed below, can be found in printed editions; however, as is the case with medieval commentaries on other biblical books, more commentaries on Jeremiah doubtless "sit in libraries and archives, and still await their first edition."6 Medieval commentaries on Jeremiah have their origins in three settings: the monastery, the university, and the study houses of the mendicant orders, particularly the Order of Preachers (Dominicans). A number of the commentaries in circulation were originally lectures given in university classrooms and mendicant houses of study. It was customary for medieval interpreters to draw upon sources from the early church. Extant interpretive Christian writings from late antiquity include fragments from works by Cyril of Alexandria (d. 444) and Ephrem the Syrian (ca. 306-373), or Pseudo-Ephrem; thirty-four sermons by Origen of Alexandria
